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1. Contacts 

Contact Phone Email 

Workplace Health and Safety QLD 1300 369 915  

Queensland Cultural Centre (QCC), South Brisbane 

Manager, Capital Works (Nominated 
Officer) 

3842 9382 apaf@arts.qld.gov.au 

QCC Security Operations (OS1) – 24 
hours 

3840 7216 OS1Supervisors@caa.qld.gov.au 

OS1 Reception and Contractor 
Registration (Office Hours) 

3840 7111 IDOfficer@arts.qld.gov.au 

Arts Property and Facilities After 
Hours (AH) Emergency Contact and 
On Call Officer 

3842 9859 apafoncall@arts.qld.gov.au  

420 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley 

Facilities Management  3872 9015 centremanagement@jwcoca.qld.gov.au 

Arts Property and Facilities AH 
Emergency Contact and On Call 
Officer 

3842 9859 apafoncall@arts.qld.gov.au 

381 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley 

Facilities Management 3872 9015  

Arts Property and Facilities AH 
Emergency Contact and On Call 
Officer 

3842 9859 apafoncall@arts.qld.gov.au 
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2. Introduction 

2.1. Intent 
As an employer, Arts Queensland has a legal obligation under Division 2 of the 
Queensland Work Health and Safety Act 2011, to as far as is reasonably practicable 
ensure the health and safety of its workers. Arts Queensland also has an obligation to as 
far as is reasonably practicable ensure that the health and safety of other persons is not 
put at risk from the way we conduct our business. 

The purpose of this Asbestos Management Plan (AMP) is to address Arts Queensland 
legal obligation under the Queensland Work Health and Safety Act 2011, as it relates 
specifically to the presence of asbestos containing material (ACM) within Arts Queensland 
assets. The intent of the AMP is to clearly define management processes required to 
ensure that ACM is not damaged or deteriorates to such an extent that Arts Queensland 
employees, contractors, tenants or visitors are unnecessarily exposed to airborne asbestos 
fibres above that of normal ambient levels (typically <0.01 fibres/millilitre of air).  

The AMP is a working document designed to effectively manage and minimise asbestos-
related health risks to personnel working on, or visiting Arts Queensland assets. The AMP 
is to be read in conjunction with existing Arts Queensland asbestos registers. 

Nothing contained within this document may be considered to alter or modify guidelines as 
set down in the Safe Work Australia Code of Practice How to Manage and Control 
Asbestos in the Workplace 2018 and the Safe Work Australia Code of Practice How to 
Safely Remove Asbestos 2011 or the requirements laid down under all relevant 
Queensland Legislation.  

2.2. Application 
This AMP applies to all Arts Queensland assets in the Brisbane City area. 

This portfolio includes the following assets: 

 Queensland Performing Arts Centre 

 Queensland Museum and Sciencentre 

 Queensland Art Gallery 

 Queensland Gallery of Modern Art 

 ‘The Edge’ 

 State Library of Queensland 

 Queensland Cultural Centre Shared Infrastructure, Grounds and Car Parks  

 381 Brunswick Street (Festival House) 

 420 Brunswick Street (Judith Wright Arts Centre). 
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3. Roles and Key Responsibilities 

The following sections establish the roles and key responsibilities of the different parties for 
the management of asbestos in Arts Queensland assets. 

3.1. The department with management or control 

Departments have a legal obligation to ensure the health and safety of workers or other 
persons in the workplace. Arts Queensland will exercise this responsibility by: 

 ensuring compliance with relevant legislation, whole-of-government policies and 
guidelines, and Codes of Practice relating to the management and control of 
asbestos 

 establishing and maintaining an AMP for its facilities 

 identifying all asbestos by its location, type and condition, and recording it in the 
asbestos register (kept at the workplace) 

 arranging regular reviews, inspections and risk assessments of asbestos 

 controlling all work associated with asbestos within its facilities through the use of a 
permit-to-work process 

 ensuring all required signage and labelling is installed and maintained at its facilities 

 providing complete and timely information as requested to the DHPW for whole-of-
Government reporting 

 maintaining records of all information that may be required in the event of a future 
compensation claim 

 ensuring any equipment, confirmed or assumed as having asbestos is not 
introduced, utilised or retained 

 ensuring that contractors and other service providers comply with legislative 
requirements and follow the requirements of the AMP 

 ensuring a person or persons at this facility assumes the role and duties of the 
“Nominated Officer” for all asbestos-related matters at this facility 

 establishing consultative arrangements with workers and ensuring the delivery of 
appropriate education and awareness materials. 

3.2. Arts Queensland’s Nominated Officer 

Arts Queensland’s Nominated Asbestos Officer is responsible for ensuring anyone who 
needs to access information contained within the AMP is readily able to do so.  

Arrangements must be in place for times when the Nominated Officer is not available, to 
ensure this AMP is readily available when it is needed. 

The Nominated Officer will: 

 ensure an up-to-date copy of this AMP is accessible to all service providers including 
contractors and workers 

 be familiar with departmental policies, procedures and processes that relate to 
asbestos 
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 act as an initial point-of-contact for persons seeking information about asbestos at 
Arts Queensland facilities, especially the information contained in the asbestos 
register 

 keep the Arts Queensland’s workplace health & safety representative well advised on 
all asbestos-related matters, including upcoming work 

 manage and ensure the asbestos register for Arts Queensland facilities is examined 
prior to any work or activity (such as maintenance or a refurbishment project) which 
has the potential to disturb asbestos 

 manage the Contractor Work Permit process 

 manage the process for ensuring identification of contractors or sub-contractors 
licenses for removing asbestos 

 disseminate asbestos-related guidance material, such as information sheets, 
guidelines, technical notes, etc. (available via the GovNet Asbestos Management 
webpage) 

 ensure the Arts Queensland’s local instructions complement the procedures and 
practices for working safely with asbestos 

 manage the process of recording details and reporting any asbestos-related incidents 
in Arts Queensland’s Incident Reporting System 

 review the contents of the asbestos register at least once every five years, or as 
required to ensure the register remains current and up-to-date. 

3.3. Arts Queensland staff, facility occupants and visitors 

Facility staff, occupants and visitors are to: 

 advise the Nominated Officer of any enquiries or concerns expressed by staff, 
occupants, visitors or others relating to asbestos 

 report to the Nominated Officer any hazardous situations or incidents where asbestos 
has been disturbed (such as accidental or intentional damage) – following 
departmental reporting procedures 

 comply with all policies, procedures and instructions stipulated in this AMP 

 be familiar with the responsibilities of the Nominated Officer and be aware of the 
measures in place to manage asbestos and control any unacceptable risks in Arts 
Queensland facilities (this includes attendance at any asbestos awareness training) 

 ensure reasonable precautions are taken to keep people clear of areas being 
repaired or upgraded when asbestos is being removed 

 comply with all workplace health and safety instructions. 

3.4. Arts Queensland staff in engaging service providers 
for maintenance and minor capital works 

In engaging service providers, and prior to any maintenance or minor capital works, 
whether the activity has the potential to disturb ACM or not, Arts Queensland staff are 
required to: 

 review the asbestos register and ascertain whether asbestos is present, or presumed 
present at the works area/site 
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 if the asbestos register indicates that asbestos is present or presumed, provide a 
copy of the AMP and Asbestos Register, indicating the presence of asbestos with the 
tender documentation 

 if unsure whether asbestos is present or not at the location where work is to be 
undertaken, consult with the Nominated Officer 

 ensure the work contractor work permit has been completed with any details of 
asbestos removal so that the asbestos register can be updated. 

3.5. Service providers (including contractors, in-house 
service personnel, and other workers) 

Service providers have a responsibility to ensure that any work they perform that may 
disturb asbestos (e.g. maintenance, installation work, alterations, and refurbishment) is 
undertaken in accordance with all relevant legislative requirements and specific instructions 
issued by Arts Queensland.  

In particular, service providers are required to: 

 ascertain whether asbestos is present (or is assumed to be present) in the work area 
by reviewing the asbestos register and undertaking necessary site inspections 

 employ prescribed appropriate work methods and ensure that workers have received 
instruction and training on working safely with asbestos. 
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4. Definitions 

Word/Acronym Definition 

ACM Asbestos Containing Materials 

AM Asset Management/Manager 

AMP Asbestos Management Plan 

ASB Arts Statutory Body 

Asbestos 

Means the fibrous form of mineral silicates belonging to the serpentine and 
amphibole groups of rock-forming minerals, including actinolite, Amosite 
(brown asbestos), Anthophyllite, chrysotile (white asbestos), crocidolite (blue 
asbestos), tremolite, or any mixture containing one or more of the mineral 
silicates belonging to the serpentine and amphibole groups. 

Asbestos 
Removalist 

Means a competent person who performs asbestos removal work. 

Note: An asbestos removal licence is required in all State and Territory 
jurisdictions for the removal of friable ACM. Some States and Territories 
also require a licence for removal of specified quantities of AMC, 
regardless of whether they are friable, and relevant OHS authorities 
should be consulted prior to any removal work. 

Asbestos 
Removal 
Control Plan 

Means a document which identifies the control measures which will be 
implemented to ensure workers and other persons are not at risk when 
asbestos removal work is being conducted. 

AS/NZS Australian Standard/ New Zealand Standard 

Bonded 
Asbestos 

Means ACM containing a bonding compound reinforced with asbestos 
fibres, e.g. Asbestos cement pipes and flat or corrugated asbestos 
cement sheets consist of sand and cement reinforced with asbestos 
fibres. For removal of bonded asbestos the person must have a B Class 
licence1 or work under the supervision of a business that has an A Class 
licence and has a supervisor on site that is deemed a competent person 
for asbestos removal work. All persons will need to follow a WMS for 
removal.  

Clearance 
Inspection 

Means an inspection, carried out by a competent person, to verify that an 
asbestos work area is safe to be returned to normal use after work 
involving the disturbance of ACM has taken place. A clearance 
inspection must include a visual inspection, and may also include 
clearance monitoring and/or settled dust sampling. 

Note: A clearance inspection should only be carried out when the 
asbestos work area is dry. 
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Word/Acronym Definition 

Clearance 
Monitoring 

Means air monitoring using static or positional samples to measure the 
level of airborne asbestos fibres in an area following work on ACM. An 
area is ‘cleared’ when the level of airborne asbestos fibres is measured 
as being below 0.01 fibres/ml. 

Competent 
Person for 
Friable 
asbestos 
removal 

A person who is competent under Information Paper AR2 (Requirements 
for a competent person to supervise work to remove friable asbestos 
containing material) issued by Department of Employment & Industrial 
Relations. 

Competent 
Person for 
Clearance 
Inspections 

Means a person possessing adequate qualifications, such as suitable 
training and sufficient knowledge, experience and skill, for the safe 
performance of the specific work. 

Control 
Monitoring 

Means air monitoring, using static or positional to measure the level of 
airborne asbestos fibres in an area during work on ACM. Control 
monitoring is designed to assist in assessing the effectiveness of control 
measures. Its results are not representative of actual occupational 
exposures, and should not be used for that purpose. 

Note: Static of positional samples are taken at fixed locations which are 
usually between one and two metres above floor level. 

COP Code of Practice 

Friable 
Asbestos  

Means asbestos-containing material which, when dry, is or may become 
crumbled, pulverised or reduced to powder by hand pressure. The 
removal of friable asbestos can only be done by a business that has an A 
Class licence and has a supervisor on site that is deemed a competent 
person for asbestos removal work. All persons will need to follow a WMS 
for removal. 

IMS Integrated Management System 

In situ Means fixed or installed in its original position, not having been moved. 

Inaccessible 
area 

Means areas which are difficult to access, such as wall cavities and the 
interiors of plant and equipment. 

OHSMS Occupational Health & Safety Management System 

NOHSC 
National Occupational Health & Safety Commission (former now known 
as Worksafe Australia) 

Nominated 
Officer 

A designated role within Arts Property and Facilities 

P.C. Principal Contractor 

PPE Personal Protective Equipment 
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Word/Acronym Definition 

Person with 
control 

Means, in relation to premises, a person who has control of premises 
used as a workplace. The person with control may be 

a) The owner of the premises 

b) A person who has, under any control or lease, an obligation to 
maintain or repair the premises 

c) A person who is occupying the premises 

d) A person who is able to make decisions about work undertaken at the 
premises; or 

e) An employer at the premises 

RA Risk Assessment 

Site  
Includes the associated buildings, workplaces, facilities, plant etc within a 
business address or property e.g. Queensland Cultural Centre or 420 
Brunswick Street. 

Structure Includes but not limited to: 

a) a building, construction, wall, mast, tower, pylon, structural cable 
or telecommunications structure; or 

b) underground works (including shafts and tunnels),pipe, pipeline, 
river works, earthworks or earth retaining construction or other 
construction designed to preserve or alter a natural feature; or 

c) a road or highway, footpath or driveway, railway line or siding, 
tramway line, dock or harbour, water storage or supply system 
(including a constructed lagoon), sewerage or drainage system, 
electricity or gas generation facility, transmission or distribution 
facility, 

d) gasholder, park or recreation ground (including, for example, a 
playing field or swimming pool); or 

e) production, storage or distribution facilities for heavy industries; 
or 

f) fixed plant. 

WHS Workplace Health & Safety 

WHSC Workplace Health & Safety Committee  

HSR Health & Safety Representative 

WMS Work Method Statement 
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5. Asbestos 

5.1. What is asbestos? 

Asbestos is the common term used to describe a naturally-occurring fibrous mineral. Due 
to its durability, fire resistance and excellent thermal insulating properties, asbestos was 
used in the manufacture of a wide range of products, in particular building materials by 
Australian manufacturers between the 1940s and the late 1980s. 

In Australia, the manufacture and importation of most products containing asbestos was 
phased out in the 1980s. Since December 2003, there has been a national ban prohibiting 
the importation, manufacture and use of all asbestos-based products, except in special 
circumstances (e.g. removal and disposal, bona fide research). 

5.2. What is an asbestos containing material (ACM)? 

The term asbestos containing material (ACM) means any material or thing that, as part of 
its design, contains asbestos. While the vast majority of asbestos can be found in buildings 
(workplace and domestic), it is not uncommon for asbestos to be found in other assets, 
such as land (e.g. buried asbestos, contaminated fill), infrastructure (e.g. road overpasses 
and corridors) and plant and equipment. 

An ACM can take several physical forms, depending on its method of manufacture and 
application. The most common form is asbestos cement sheet. Other forms of ACM include 
adhesives, vinyl sheet backing and tiles, low density asbestos fibre board, loose fill 
insulation, membranes, mastics, woven textiles, sprayed coatings and moulded products. 

5.3. What is the health risk associated with asbestos? 

Asbestos is a known carcinogen. Asbestos can pose a health risk when fibres of a 
respirable size become airborne, are inhaled in sufficient concentration and reach deep 
into the lungs in sufficient quantities. Most fibres are removed from the lungs by the body's 
natural defenses (e.g. coughing). However, some fibres can remain in the lungs. 

Current scientific and medical evidence supports the fact that simply living or working in a 
building containing asbestos is not dangerous if the asbestos is in good condition (i.e. 
undamaged). 

The belief that ‘one fibre can kill’ is not supported by scientific evidence. Asbestos is 
widespread in the environment at very low levels due to asbestos fibre release from natural 
sources and extensive industrial and commercial use of asbestos in the past. The burden 
of asbestos fibres in the lungs appears to be well tolerated in most people, which is 
contrary to the belief that one fibre kills. 

The risk to health increases with the number of fibres inhaled and with frequency of 
exposure. Asbestos-related diseases usually take many years to develop. The risk of 
developing an asbestos-related disease increases in proportion to the number of asbestos 
fibres breathed in over a lifetime. 

The people at greatest risk of developing an asbestos related disease are those that 
frequently undertake repairs, renovations and other work which can generate the release of 
asbestos fibres into the air. Except in cases of high occupational exposure, the incidence of 
asbestos-related disease is very low. 
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6. Legislation and Policy 

6.1. Legislation 

Within Queensland, the management of asbestos is prescribed across a range of 
legislation. The table below shows the primary legislation applicable to particular types of 
Queensland Government assets. 

Primary Legislation Asset examples 

- Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (the WHS Act)  

- Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011 (the WHS Regulation) 

- How to Manage and Control Asbestos in the Workplace Code of 
Practice 2011 (the Asbestos Management Code) 

Assets which are used as 
workplaces – buildings, plant and 
equipment in or at a workplace, 
infrastructure, land**, mobile 
structures, workplaces in domestic 
premises, etc. 

- Public Health Act 2005 (the PH Act) 

- Public Health Regulation 2005 (the PH Regulation) 

Assets which are used as domestic 
premises (i.e. not containing a 
workplace) – buildings, land*, etc. 

- Environmental Protection Act 1994 (the EP Act) 

- Environmental Protection Regulation 2019 (the EP Regulation) 

Asbestos-related contaminated 
land** (in workplaces and domestic 
premises) 

* Asbestos can be found in land, either naturally as a mineral or in a manufactured form 
(through previous activities or illegal dumping). 

** Classified in accordance with criteria under the Environmental Protection Act 1994. 

6.2. Whole-of-Government policy on asbestos 
management 

The Queensland Government Asbestos Management Policy for its Assets (the Policy) was 
developed to achieve the safe, consistent and transparent management of asbestos by 
Government. The Policy and its supporting documentation combine the requirements from 
a range of legislation to provide direction to departments on how to manage asbestos in all 
assets, not just buildings. 

Key components of the Policy include: 

 application to any asset 

 departments to continue managing asbestos in their assets to at least a minimum 
standard of statutory compliance 

 specifically for government domestic premises (e.g. employee housing, social 
housing), departments to continue managing asbestos to a standard that is above 
the equivalent statutory requirements for privately-owned domestic premises 

 government-owned corporations, statutory bodies and statutory authorities can apply 
the Policy by their own choice or at the direction of their administering minister or 
department 

 whole-of-government reporting on asbestos management. 
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6.3. Departmental policy 

Arts Queensland supports the Government’s long-term objective for all government 
buildings to be free of ACM and is committed to ensuring that ACM in facilities owned by 
Arts Queensland is managed and controlled to protect the health and well-being of tenants, 
staff, contractors and patrons in accordance with legislative and government policy 
requirements. 

This is a long term plan and in the interim, Arts Queensland intends to manage asbestos 
hazards through a risk management based strategy incorporating the identification, 
assessment, prioritisation of risk and control of ACM. 

An asbestos register for all pre 1 January 1990 Arts Queensland assets shall be 
maintained and all ACM will be managed in accordance with this asbestos management 
plan (AMP). The purpose of the asbestos register is to record the location of all ACM 
identified in Arts Queensland assets and to maintain those records. All assets constructed 
prior to 1 January 1990 shall be recorded in the Arts Queensland asbestos database as 
presumed to contain ACM until a survey and sampling of suspect materials is undertaken. 

This AMP details the Arts Queensland approach towards managing the asbestos hazards 
identified in its assets, by documenting procedures and processes designed to minimise 
the risk of exposure to asbestos for employees, contractors, tenants and visitors. 

This AMP has been developed in line with the Safe Work Australia Code of Practice How 
to Manage and Control Asbestos in the Workplace 2011 and the Safe Work Australia Code 
of Practice How to Safely Remove Asbestos 2018. 

The objective of this AMP is to ensure as far as possible, that no persons whether directly 
or indirectly employed or visiting Arts Queensland assets are exposed to the risk of the 
inhalation of airborne asbestos fibres. In addition, it is essential that all employees, 
contractors, tenants and visitors be fully informed of the control strategies that have been 
established and the factual health consequences of exposure to airborne asbestos fibres. 

Additional strategies to be implemented by Arts Queensland are to: 

 Remove all high-risk asbestos situations where practicable. Where this is not 
practicable, the ACM shall be managed insitu to ensure that no person is exposed to 
levels of airborne fibre above that of the current exposure standard for asbestos. 

 Deliver effective asbestos management work programs including removal during 
refurbishment or maintenance work in preference to other control measures such as 
encapsulation, enclosure and sealing. 

 Ensure that no persons at Arts Queensland assets are exposed to airborne asbestos 
fibres above background levels. 

 Ensure compliance with this Asbestos Management Plan. 

 Ensure the asbestos database and register is maintained to be up to date and 
accurate. 

 All asbestos related incidents will be managed in accordance with the Arts 
Queensland incident notification, reporting and investigation procedure. 

6.4. Asbestos Management Plan (AMP) 

The contents of this AMP are based on the requirements contained in the WHS Regulation, 
the Asbestos Management Code, and the Queensland Government Asbestos 
Management Policy for its Assets (2014), as well as Arts Queensland’s Policy Statement – 
Management of Asbestos Containing Material. 



 

16 | AQ ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN DOC20/31342 
 

This AMP contains information on procedures for: 

 the identification of asbestos and the location of signs and labels 

 decisions, and reasons for the decisions, about the management of asbestos at the 
workplace, e.g. safe work procedures and other control measures 

 procedures for detailing incidents or emergencies involving asbestos at the 
workplace 

 workers carrying out work involving asbestos, e.g. consultation, information and 
training responsibilities. 

Under the Queensland Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011 (the WHS Regulation), an 
AMP is required if asbestos is identified at a workplace, or is likely to be present from time 
to time. Arts Queensland has prepared this AMP to: 

 comply with the legislative requirements while asbestos remains in situ 

 prevent, or minimise the likelihood of, people’s exposure to airborne asbestos fibres. 

This AMP provides documented information, procedures and practices that form part of the 
measures employed to mitigate any occupational health and safety risks associated with 
asbestos in Arts Queensland assets. 

This AMP and the asbestos register will be made accessible to building occupants, service 
providers (e.g. contractors and service personnel) and any other persons whose work or 
activities may have the potential to disturb asbestos – either accidentally or intentionally. 

The AMP will be reviewed and, if required, revised: 

 at least once every five years 

 if there is a review of the asbestos register or a control measure 

 if asbestos is removed from or disturbed, sealed or enclosed at, the workplace 

 if the AMP is no longer adequate for managing asbestos 

 if a review is requested by a health and safety representative. 

A hardcopy version of this AMP is also kept at Operation Station 1 (OS1) at the 
Queensland Cultural Centre where contractors and other service providers attend, and with 
Judith Wright Centre (JWC) Centre Management for 420 Brunswick Street and Festival 
House, 381 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley. All Arts Statutory Bodies and Principal 
Maintenance Contractors will be issued a hardcopy version of this AMP.   
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7. Management of ACM – Workplaces 

7.1. General principles 

The Arts Queensland principles of asbestos management have been developed in 
alignment with current legislative requirements and are summarised below:  

 The ultimate goal is for all accessible locations within all Arts Queensland assets to 
be free of asbestos containing materials. Accordingly, consideration should be given 
to the removal of asbestos during renovation, refurbishment and or maintenance, 
where practicable in preference to other control measures such as enclosure, 
encapsulation or sealing. 

 Removal of asbestos should be subject to a risk based priority determined by the 
condition and location of the asbestos, as well as scheduled refurbishment works. 

 Asbestos presents a risk only when fibres become airborne. The risk to health 
increases as the number of fibres inhaled increases. 

 Wherever practicable, substitutes shall be found for asbestos containing materials. 
Such substitutes shall be thoroughly evaluated before use, to ensure that they do not 
constitute a health hazard. Ultimately, all asbestos containing materials should be 
eliminated. 

 Asbestos which has been incorporated into a stable matrix can be found in many 
working environments. Provided the matrix remains stable and no airborne dust is 
produced, it presents a negligible health risk. 

 The presence of asbestos should be identified. 

 No person shall be exposed to the risk of inhalation of asbestos in the course of 
employment without being provided with full information of the occupational health 
and safety consequences of exposure and appropriate control strategies. No person 
of the community, employee or contractor shall be exposed to the risk of inhalation of 
asbestos as a result of works undertaken by Arts Queensland or its contractors.  

 Asbestos removalists and maintenance workers in an asbestos environment must be 
suitably protected. 

 The recognised occupational exposure standard for asbestos is that adopted by the 
National Occupational Health and Safety Commission. The method used to measure 
exposure to asbestos is the Membrane Filter Method as endorsed by the National 
Commission. 

 Where appropriate, asbestos containing materials shall be labelled accordingly. 

The general principles of asbestos management are broadly covered by four separate 
phases. These are Identification phase, Assessment phase, Control phase and the On-
going monitoring/re-assessment phase, best illustrated by the flow chart in Figure 6-1. 

Procedures need to be designed and implemented to appropriately control any asbestos 
hazard, to ensure that personnel are not exposed to asbestos to an extent likely to cause 
danger to health. The procedures required may include management/controls (i.e. removal, 
encapsulation, enclosure, leave in-situ and manage [refer to Sections 6.6 and 7 of this 
AMP]), airborne fibre monitoring programs (refer to Section 8.4 of this AMP), work 
requirements (refer to Section 8 of this AMP), asbestos removal (refer to Section 8.3 of this 
AMP), and/or staff awareness and education (refer to Section 10 of this AMP). 
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Figure 6-1: General Principles of Asbestos Management 

Source: National Occupational Health and Safety Commission. 
Code of Practice and for the Management and Control of Asbestos in Work Places 
[NOHSC: 2018 (2005)]. 
NOTE:  This flowchart was not included in the Safe Work Australia Code of Practice 

How to Manage and Control Asbestos in the Workplace 2011. 
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Figure 6-2: Arts Queensland Asbestos Management 
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7.2. At purchase or entering a lease 

The long-term objective of the Queensland Government is for all assets managed or 
controlled by government departments to be free of asbestos. In line with this objective, 
Arts Queensland will not purchase or lease an asset with asbestos, where possible. 

Prior to purchase or lease of an asset, any asbestos-related information (particularly the 
asbestos register) will be obtained from the vendor or lessor. If Arts Queensland is 
assuming management or control of the workplace, a copy of the asbestos register will be 
sought from the vendor or lessor. 

In some situations, the party responsible for asbestos management in leased properties 
can be unclear. To overcome this situation, all asbestos management responsibilities (e.g. 
asbestos inspections, updating the asbestos register) will be documented by Arts 
Queensland for all parties involved (i.e. lessor, lessee or sub-lessee). 

At the sale of end of lease of an asset/building a copy of the asbestos register is to be 
provided to the person assuming management or control of a workplace.  

7.3. Identifying and recording asbestos (asbestos 
registers) 

The WHS Regulation requires all asbestos in workplaces to be identified, as far as 
reasonably practicable. 

For a workplace building constructed before 1 January 1990, an asbestos register is 
required (even if no asbestos is identified or is not likely to be present from time to time). 

For a workplace building constructed on or after 1 January 1990, an asbestos register is 
required if: 

 it contains plant and equipment manufactured and/or installed up to 31 December 
2003 (even if no ACM is identified); or 

 asbestos is identified or may be present from time to time; or 

 an asbestos register already exists and it contains records of confirmed asbestos; or 

 an asbestos register already exists and a competent person has assumed asbestos 
is present, until a competent person determines otherwise (e.g. by 
inspection/testing). 

Note: 

 If an asbestos register exists and this department has used reasonable grounds (e.g. 
the construction year of a building) to assume asbestos is present in the building’s 

fabric, this department is able to modify its assumption in-line with the regulatory 
amendment from 31 December 2003 to 31 December 1989. 

 All plant and equipment manufactured and/or installed up to 31 December 2003 
should be assumed to contain asbestos unless proven otherwise. 

Arts Queensland will engage a competent person to survey the building fabric and/or plant 
and equipment and prepare and maintain an asbestos register (even if no asbestos is 
identified). 

Arts Queensland uses Standing Offer Arrangements to engage service providers to 
conduct Asbestos Material Assessments (assessment) to identify and evaluate the health 
risk of ACM in its owned assets. In accordance with the Implementation Standard: 



 

21 | AQ ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN DOC20/31342 
 

Minimum Requirements for Asbestos Management, all data fields as recorded are 
indicated in the attached table in the final pages of this AMP. 

Arts Queensland uses Microsoft Access to record the findings of an asbestos survey and to 
document the assumed presence of asbestos. The register is attached to the AMP and is 
saved in the Department’s record keeping system (EDIS). Any new or updated asbestos 
information is recorded in EDIS. The results of materials sampled and tested for the 
presence of asbestos are also be included. 

Some materials suspected of containing asbestos may be difficult to access or sample in a 
nondestructive manner, and are therefore not actually tested. As a precautionary measure, 
this material will be classified as "assumed" to contain asbestos – until proven otherwise, 
and will be recorded in the asbestos register. Section 2.3 of the Asbestos Management 
Code describes the application of the assumption criteria. 

The asbestos register is located on-site at the workplace and readily available for viewing 
by relevant people who may need to be aware of the presence of asbestos, including staff 
and maintenance personnel. A copy of the asbestos register will be given to any person 
who carries out, or intends to carry out, work at the workplace that involves a risk of 
exposure to airborne asbestos. 

The printed version of the asbestos register for Arts Queensland assets is located at the 
end of this AMP. The AMP will be replaced at least every five years or sooner if: 

 the name of the location of the asbestos changes (e.g. room name changes) 

 an asbestos survey is conducted 

 the condition of the asbestos changes between surveys (e.g. becomes damaged) 

 the asbestos is removed, disturbed, sealed or enclosed 

 any sample testing and/or air monitoring for asbestos is carried out 

 further asbestos is identified 

 this AMP is reviewed. 

Note: With transfer of responsibility of maintaining asbestos information from the Department 
of Housing and Public Works to individual departments, all information stored in the previous 
whole-of-Government asbestos management system (Building Environment Materials 
Information Register) will be provided to departments.   

7.4. Periodic inspections 

Arts Queensland will undertake an inspection of identified asbestos at least once every five 
years, as part of the review of the asbestos register and asbestos management plan. A 
service provider, competent in asbestos inspections will be contracted to carry out this 
task.  

Periodic reviews of the asbestos register will be undertaken to ensure that the information 
in the register remains up-to-date and accurate. For example, room names may change; 
the condition the asbestos may deteriorate; or buildings may have been upgraded (refer to 
Section 3 of the Asbestos Management Code). 

Periodic inspection and monitoring of the condition of the asbestos is an important and 
necessary component of an effective asbestos management strategy. These actions also 
provide a level of confidence that the contents of the asbestos register remain up-to-date. 

Such inspections will be carried out by a person competent in the identification of asbestos 
and experienced in assessing condition and any associated risk of building materials that 
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may contain asbestos. If samples need to be taken of materials suspected of containing 
asbestos, these samples will only be taken only by a competent person for testing at a 
laboratory accredited by the National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) or a 
laboratory approved by or operated by the Regulator. 

The inspection frequency will be increased if it is likely that between inspections the 
condition of the asbestos deteriorates rapidly or becomes badly damaged. In these cases, 
consideration will be given to removal (or remedial treatment) of the asbestos as a matter 
of priority. 

Inspections will include a thorough review and updating of the asbestos register and the 
AMP. The outcome of any inspections and testing results will be incorporated into the 
asbestos register. 

7.5. Asbestos risk assessment  

As part of any asbestos survey or subsequent re-survey, the Competent Person is required 
to assess the risk posed by the ACM and determine what, if any, control measures may be 
required.  

Risk assessments of any ACM shall include the following information.  

 Date of the assessment. 

 Condition of the ACM (i.e. whether the ACM is friable or non-friable and stable, or 
liable to damage or deterioration, etc.). 

 Surface treatment applied to the material. 

 Likelihood of possible exposure. 

 Whether the nature or location of any work to be carried out is likely to disturb the 
ACM. 

 Control measures recommended as a result of the risk assessment. 

Current legislation determines that risk assessments shall be reviewed every five years as 
a minimum. 

However, the review of risk assessments may be more frequent and re-evaluation should 
occur when: 

 there is evidence that the risk assessment is no longer valid 

 there is evidence that control methods are not effective 

 a significant change is proposed in the place of work or in work practices or 
procedures to the area that the risk assessment relates 

 there is a change in the condition of the ACM 

 the ACM has been removed, enclosed or sealed. 

7.5.1. Asbestos Risk Rating  

Asbestos is hazardous when fibres become airborne. The health risks posed by ACM in 
premises are due to a number of factors including accessibility of the material, condition of 
the material, friability of the material, location of the material. It is necessary to differentiate 
between 'asbestos hazard' and 'asbestos risk'. 'Hazard' indicates potential for harm, while 
'risk' refers to the probability of that harm becoming a reality. For example, the presence of 
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asbestos in a building is a hazard, but while that asbestos remains in a stable condition 
and does not release fibres into the air, the risk is negligible. 

A qualitative asbestos risk assessment shall be undertaken for each ACM identified within 
the building or structure being inspected. Each situation is allocated either a ‘Very High’, 
'High', 'Medium' or 'Low' risk rating. These ratings are defined as follows: 

 Very High – ACM that pose an immediate or elevated health risk to employees or 
the public. The level of risk is applicable to the presence of friable material such as 
limpet asbestos insulation and asbestos ropes. The materials are readily 
accessible, in poor or friable condition. Immediate actions shall be taken. Removal 
to be undertaken by licensed asbestos removal contractors. 

 High – ACM that pose a potential health risk to employees and the public in their 
current state. This level of risk is applicable to damaged or unstable material that is 
friable with force, accessible within a high activity area such as broken or 
deteriorated cement sheeting, which presents a potential immediate health risk if 
disturbed. Control measures to stabilise the material shall be initiated immediately 
and regular monitoring of the material is recommended for these materials. Formal 
abatement should be considered when capital allows or where planned maintenance, 
refurbishment or demolition works will disturb these materials. Removal, when 
required should be undertaken by licensed asbestos removal contractors. 

 Medium – ACM that pose little health risk to employees and the general public. 
They consist of materials that are currently in a damaged stable or non-friable 
condition with a low accessibility. The material does not present a health risk unless 
further disturbed. Maintenance work shall be carried out to stabilise or repair the 
damaged area. Control shall be implemented to protect these materials from further 
damage including materials identified by warning signs. Reassessment of the 
priority rating will be required if any planned maintenance, refurbishment or 
demolition works impact on their condition. If any damage is present, maintenance 
work shall be carried out to stabilise and repair the damaged area. Removal, when 
required should be undertaken by licensed asbestos removal contractors. 

 Low – ACM that pose negligible health risk to employees and the general public, 
such as painted cement sheeting, vinyl floor tiles etc. They consist of materials that 
currently are in an undamaged, stable, non-friable condition within a low accessible 
area. The material does not present a health risk unless disturbed by intrusive work 
such as drilling, cutting, breaking or sanding. Control shall be implemented to 
protect these materials from damage including materials identified by warning signs. 
Reassessment of the priority rating will be required if any planned maintenance, 
refurbishment or demolition works impact on their condition. If damaged, 
maintenance work shall be carried out to stabilise and repair the damaged area. 

Should materials of unknown composition, or materials suspected of containing asbestos, 
be encountered on site and are not documented in the existing asbestos survey report, 
such materials shall be treated as if they were asbestos until sample analysis confirms 
otherwise. In the event that additional asbestos is identified, a risk assessment shall then 
be conducted by a suitably qualified and competent person. For example, in the event that 
demolition or refurbishment works are to be carried out in areas previously not inspected 
for the presence of asbestos, such as inaccessible wall cavities or beneath floors, an 
inspection and risk assessment shall be performed by a suitably qualified person prior to 
the commencement of the planned demolition/refurbishment works. 
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7.6. Control of asbestos hazards  

The control of asbestos hazards shall utilise the most appropriate method applicable to the 
particular circumstances. Based upon the assessment of the condition of the asbestos, it’s 
potential to suffer damage or mechanically degrade, and the likelihood of exposing people 
to airborne asbestos, the following control strategies are relevant: 

1. Leave in-situ and manage. 

2. Seal/encapsulate. 

3. Enclose/isolate. 

4. Remove. 

Regardless of the identified risk level and in accordance with the Safe Work Australia Code 
of Practice How to Safely Remove Asbestos 2018, ACM shall be removed prior to the 
commencement of demolition, partial demolition, renovation or refurbishment if it is likely to 
be disturbed by those works. 

7.6.1. Leave in Situ (defer action) 

The identification of asbestos in a building or plant does not automatically necessitate its 
removal. Asbestos in a stable condition and not prone to mechanical damage can generally 
remain in-situ and, presents little or no significant risk to health, compared to the potential 
for exposure during unnecessary removal activities. 

The asbestos shall be inspected on a regular basis to ensure its integrity is maintained and 
should be labelled with an appropriate warning. 

7.6.2. Encapsulation or Sealing 

Encapsulation refers to the coating of the outer surface of the asbestos material by the 
application of a sealant compound that usually penetrates to the substrate and hardens the 
material. Sealing is the process of covering the surface of the material with a protective 
coating impermeable to asbestos. Encapsulation or sealing helps protect the asbestos from 
mechanical damage, and is designed to reduce the risk of exposure by inhibiting the 
release of asbestos fibres into the airborne environment. The use of encapsulation or 
sealing may be of limited application and should not be considered as an acceptable 
alternative to repairing or removing severely damaged ACM. 

7.6.3. Enclosure 

Enclosure involves installing a barrier between the asbestos material and adjacent areas. 
This is effective in inhibiting further mechanical damage to the asbestos. This approach is 
most frequently used where removal of friable products such as calcium silicate pipe 
lagging or sprayed limpet asbestos is not an option. The type of barrier installed may 
include plywood or sheet metal products, constructed as boxing around the asbestos. 

7.6.4. Removal 

Any removal of asbestos from an Arts Queensland asset shall be performed by approved 
licensed contractors under controlled conditions, in accordance with the Safe Work 
Australia Code of Practice How to Safely Remove Asbestos 2018.  

Removal is considered preferable to the other abatement options such as enclosure or 
encapsulation, as it eliminates the hazard from the workplace. The removal of asbestos is 
considered appropriate when the asbestos product is deteriorated, has reached an 
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unserviceable condition, or is at risk of being disturbed, and the other control options are 
not feasible. Where demolition or refurbishment works are to occur, and this work is likely 
to impact on ACM, the asbestos shall be removed under controlled conditions prior to the 
commencement of any site works. 

ACM falls into two broad categories (non-friable and friable) and the category the ACM falls 
under will determine how the ACM is removed. If the ACM is classified as friable (e.g. 
sprayed limpet, pipe lagging, millboard insulation, vinyl sheet floor coverings with asbestos 
backing material) it is necessary to engage a contractor who possesses an A class licence 
for friable asbestos removal.  

If the ACM is classified as non-friable ACM (e.g. asbestos cement wall linings, corrugated 
roof sheeting or fencing material, vinyl floor tiles, zelemite electrical boards) the ACM may 
be removed by a contractor who possesses a B class licence for non-friable asbestos 
removal.  

Important Note: While some ACM may be classified as non-friable when left in-situ, the 
nature of a removal process may render the ACM friable, for example the sanding of 
asbestos backing on vinyl floor coverings and the removal of low density asbestos fibre 
board. 
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8. Managing In-Situ Asbestos Containing Materials 

8.1. General 

The management of in situ asbestos is important to ensure asbestos containing materials 
are not damaged or deteriorated to such an extent where employees, contractors, tenants 
and visitors are unnecessarily exposed to airborne asbestos fibres. 

8.2. Record keeping 

Any Arts Queensland employee who authorises asbestos removal work shall maintain 
detailed records of all activities relating to asbestos works which have been undertaken at 
its assets. On completion of any asbestos works, all records shall be forwarded to the 
nominated Arts Queensland representative.  

The records kept should include:  

 Copies of all asbestos survey/audit reports, including updates and amendments. 

 Copies of all Permit to Work documents. 

 Site induction records pertaining to the notification of contractors about the presence of 
asbestos on site. 

 Records pertaining to informing Arts Queensland employees, both direct and in-direct, 
about the presence of asbestos on site, and that these employees have been 
appropriately trained in safe work procedures and practices. 

 Clearance certificates indicating that areas are safe to reoccupy after asbestos removal 
works; and airborne fibre monitoring results and/or previous versions of the Asbestos 
Register. 

Arts Queensland also have the responsibility to meet the following requirements: 

 Public records will be retained in accordance with the General Retention and Disposal 
Schedule for Administration Records (GRDS). 

 In relation to asbestos-related records, the GRDS specifies a minimum retention period 
of 100 years after the last action, and the permanent retention of asbestos registers. 

 Arts Queensland will store a copy of their complete asbestos register at 30 June of 
each year.  

Whole-of-Government reporting 

 Arts Queensland will ensure that complete, accurate and timely information is provided 
to the Department of Housing and Public Works for whole-of-Government reporting 
purposes upon request. 

 Arts Queensland will ensure that adequate governance arrangements and resources 
are in place for managing asbestos. 
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8.3. Warning signs and labelling 

The use of warning signs and labels to indicate the presence of ACM’s is one of many 
recognised management control measures. Arts Queensland has implemented a system of 
warning signs and labelling throughout Arts Queensland premises, to clearly identify and 
provide warning of the presence of asbestos material. Such systems are designed to 
reduce the risk of inadvertent damage to the ACM (which may cause the release of 
asbestos fibres into the airborne environment) by the actions of personnel. 

The extent of all labelling will be balanced with the level of risk presented by the ACM 
against the level of public concern associated with such signage when determining 
labelling requirements.  

8.3.1. Warning signs 

All Arts Queensland assets which are known or suspected to contain ACM shall have 
warning signage publicly visible located at the facility’s central control point at OS1 and at 
the contractor sign in points at each facility. 

Labels will be located in areas where contractors undertake regular maintenance works 
such as, access gantries, plant rooms and regular service areas. 

The warning sign shall be clearly visible to the tradespeople and shall conform to 
AS 1319:1994 Safety Signs for the Occupational Environment. Examples of standard 
warning signs are illustrated below. 
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8.3.2. Labelling 

In addition to warning signs, when a risk assessment has identified that the ACM may be 
disturbed or there is a potential health risk, the ACM shall be labelled to warn of the 
presence of asbestos. The location of the label will be consistent with the location of the 
ACM as outlined by information in the Asbestos Register. 

All labels shall comply with the labelling elements of the Globally Harmonized System of 
Classification and Labelling of chemicals (GHS) 3rd Edition Annex 1 Allocation of Label 
Elements and AS 1319. Examples of standard warning labels are illustrated below. 
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9. Work Requirements 

9.1. General 

Any work or activity with the potential to disturb asbestos will be properly planned, have the 
appropriate precautions put in place and be in accordance with legislation. This includes 
any minor and major construction work, planned and unplanned maintenance repairs, 
demolition work, asbestos removal work, maintenance-related cleaning activities or any 
other activities (for example, condition assessments or tendering/quoting inspections that 
involve entering a ceiling space under an asbestos cement roof). 

At the planning stage, work project managers, planners, designers, estimators, etc., will be 
made aware of the presence of asbestos so they can consider the impacts or implications 
for the work proposed. Arts Queensland’s asbestos register will be made readily available.  

Any asbestos identified by a competent person as a priority removal will be removed. 
When planning removal projects or a removal program, consideration will be given to 
logistical requirements, such as availability of appropriately skilled service providers and 
impacts to business operations during removal work. 

Opportunities for coordinating removal with other projects (such as refurbishments, major 
repair, or other building work) will be considered.  

Under the WHS Regulation, there is a requirement that any asbestos likely to be disturbed 
from refurbishment or demolition activities is identified and removed prior to 
commencement, if reasonably practicable. 

Depending on the nature of the work, Arts Queensland may engage a competent person to 
oversee the removal of asbestos. The hygienist will be responsible for ensuring the 
asbestos removal contractor achieves a satisfactory level of workmanship, and complies 
fully with statutory requirements and the requirements of the technical specification. 

It is the policy of Art Queensland that Arts Statutory Bodies, Arts Queensland Staff and 
Tenants do not carry out any work or activities which may impact upon an asbestos 
situation. 

9.2. Permit to work 

Contractors removing or working with (i.e. undertaking maintenance activities) asbestos 
containing materials at Arts Queensland facilities will utilise a Contractor Work Permit to be 
issued by the relevant Permit Authority to the authorised Permit Holder. 

The Contractor Work Permit process is used by Arts Queensland in any work situation 
where the work has the potential to disturb asbestos. Typical situations can include: 

 construction (e.g. capital works such as refurbishment, retrofit upgrades) 

 minor works (e.g. extensions, installation of services such as air-conditioning, data 
cabling) 

 horticultural maintenance  

 condition-based maintenance (e.g. replace vinyl flooring, asbestos-cement roof 
replacement) 

 responsive maintenance (e.g. fixing leaking pipes in wall cavities, repairs to a damaged 
ceiling) 
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 incident response (e.g. 'make-safe' and clean-up and activities after a fire, natural 
disaster or vandalism) 

 maintenance-related cleaning activities (e.g. gutter cleaning, external wall wash down 
prior to painting) 

 asbestos removal work (e.g. removal of wall and ceiling sheeting by licensed asbestos 
removalists) 

 demolition work - partial or total (e.g. demolition activities after a fire or natural disaster) 

 asbestos sampling (e.g. taking small samples of dust or wall sheeting for testing) 

 condition assessments or tendering/quoting inspections that involve entering concealed 
cavities or spaces (such as the ceiling space). 

In engaging service providers and prior to any planned or project works, whether the 
activity has the potential to disturb ACM or not, Arts Queensland staff are required to check 
the Asbestos Register to ascertain whether ACM is present, or presumed at the work 
area/site. If the Asbestos Register indicates that ACM is present or presumed, a copy of 
the AMP and specific locations of ACM must be provided with tender documentation or to 
service provider.  

The Contractor Work Permit will define the scope, location and the performers of the work 
and specify the precautions and the conditions under which the permit holder is authorised 
to conduct the work. The Contractor Work Permit specifically authorises works to 
commence. Further, the Contractor Work Permit will document what asbestos containing 
materials are to be removed, encapsulated or otherwise protected, prior to the contracted 
maintenance or building works proceeding. The Contractor Work Permit will also indicate 
other requirements such as the need for personal protective equipment (PPE), barricading 
and airborne fibre monitoring. Before being issued with a permit to work: 

 Individuals will be required to read and understand the AMP, the Special Conditions of 
Access (Asbestos) as well as copies of relevant asbestos registers. Individuals must be 
aware of their legal obligations in relation to health and safety specified in the 
Queensland Work Health and Safety Act 2011 and the Queensland Work Health and 
Safety Regulation 2011.  

 Where practicable, project personnel should be made aware of the requirements of the 
AMP prior to tendering to ensure they allow for such requirements when quoting. 

 Service providers must list all subcontractors/employees who will be engaging in work 
at the workplace. 

 In signing the Contractor Work Permit, individuals acknowledge that the asbestos 
register is not exhaustive and that the Service Provider make their own assessment 
whether the work to be undertaken.  

Workers engaged in the removal of friable asbestos will not be issued with a permit to work 
unless they are a Class A licence in asbestos removal and they are working under the direct 
supervision of a competent person as defined by the Queensland Work Health and Safety 
Regulation 2011 for the supervision of the prescribed activity that is work to remove friable 
asbestos containing material. 

 Workers engaged in the removal of greater than 10m² of non-friable asbestos will not 
be issued with a permit to work unless every individual holds a Class B asbestos 
removal licence. 
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 A permit to work will not be issued unless evidence of written notice to the regulator at 
least five days before the removalist commences licensed asbestos removal work is 
provided in accordance with Regulation 466 of the Queensland Work Health and Safety 
Regulation 2011 and Section 3.6 of the Safe Work Australia Code of Practice How to 
Safely Remove Asbestos 2018. 

 An Asbestos Removal Control Plan must be developed for all works involving working 
with or removing asbestos. In addition for all friable works or non-friable works where a 
Principal Contractor has been appointed, a Work Method Statement must also be 
developed. 

9.3. Asbestos removal 

A detailed and site specific work scope will be developed prior to the removal of asbestos 
containing materials from Arts Queensland assets. The removal of asbestos containing 
materials shall only be performed by licensed asbestos removalist, in accordance with 
Queensland Work Health and Safety legislation. 

An Asbestos Removal Control Plan (ARCP) must be developed by the nominated asbestos 
removal contractor for all works involving the removal of asbestos. The contents of an 
ARCP are set out in Section 3.5 of the Safe Work Australia Code of Practice How to Safely 
Remove Asbestos 2018. 

All proposed licensed asbestos removal works must be notified to the regulator in writing at 
least five days before the commencement of licensed asbestos removal work, in 
accordance with Regulation 466 of the Queensland Work Health and Safety Regulation 
2011 and Section 3.6 of the Safe Work Australia Code of Practice How to Safely Remove 
Asbestos 2018. 

The removal of friable asbestos containing materials will generally require a complete 
asbestos removal set-up with full plastic enclosure, multi-stage wet decontamination unit 
and extraction ventilation utilising high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters.  

The requirements of the preparation works prior to the removal of asbestos materials and 
techniques used for the actual removal works will be dependent on the types of materials 
being removed and their location. It is crucial that a detailed and site specific work scope 
and asbestos removal control plan are developed prior to any works commencing in 
accordance with the above legislation. 

Any asbestos waste is to be disposed of in accordance with local and State Government 
environmental protection requirements. Any waste transport certificate dockets are to be 
retained in accordance with the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and 
Labelling of Chemicals, 3rd revised edition (GHS). 

9.4. Airborne fibre monitoring 

Airborne fibre monitoring must be conducted during and after the removal of all types of 
ACM by a licensed asbestos assessor. Air monitoring is conducted during the removal 
works to check the effectiveness of control measures implemented by the contractor (e.g. 
isolating the removal work area with a sealed, airtight enclosure fitted with negative air 
generating units, etc.). 

Air monitoring is conducted after the ACM has been completely removed and the work 
area has passed a satisfactory visual inspection to determine whether the area is safe to 
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reoccupy by unprotected persons, as per WHS Regulations 420, Part 3.2 Division 7, 473, 
474, 475 and 477.  

All airborne fibre monitoring and analysis for asbestos will be conducted in accordance with 
the must be conducted in accordance with the Guidance Note on the Membrane Filter 
Method for Estimating Airborne Asbestos Fibres, 2nd Edition [NOHSC: 3003 (2005)] (the 
membrane filter method). All monitoring will be undertaken by a laboratory registered and 
accredited by NATA. 

Air sampling and filter analysis will only be carried out by the NATA accredited laboratory. 

9.5. Clearance inspections and certificates 

Before an area can be re-occupied post asbestos removal, a clearance inspection shall be 
performed. The clearance inspection shall be undertaken by either a licensed asbestos 
assessor or a competent person who is independent from the person responsible for the 
asbestos removal work (i.e. the asbestos removal contractor) and a clearance certificate 
shall be obtained. 

An independent licensed asbestos assessor will be engaged for work that must be carried 
out by a Class A licensed asbestos removalist (for example, if the removal work involved 
friable asbestos). 

Clearance airborne fibre monitoring is a mandatory requirement for all friable asbestos 
removal works. The requirement for clearance airborne fibre monitoring for the removal of 
non-friable asbestos shall be determined by a competent person based on a risk 
assessment, prior to the commencement of works. 

The complete removal of all ACM shall be verified with a written clearance certificate which 
shall include details of a satisfactory clearance inspection conducted by the independent 
competent person. The clearance certificate shall be issued prior to re-occupation of the 
area. If clearance air monitoring has been conducted, the results of the clearance 
monitoring shall be included as part of the clearance certificate as well.  

The format of all clearance certificates shall be issued in accordance and be compliant with 
current asbestos legislation and related codes of practice. A record of certificates and 
clearances will be entered into AQ’s database. 
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Figure 9.1 Emergency response flowchart 
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10. Asbestos incident response and management 

Any situation where asbestos is suspected shall be managed using the precautionary 
approach of assumption of presence. The asbestos incident response and management 
process is shown in Figure 9-1. If accidental damage occurs to any asbestos during the 
course of usual facility operations, staff and visitors will be required to vacate the room or 
area and follow departmental procedures. Access to the area will be restricted until the 
damage can be assessed by a competent person, who will then advise on recommended 
short and longer term remedial actions. 

Any increased health risk from damaged asbestos depends on several factors, including 
the type of asbestos, the nature of the damage, how the damage was caused and whether 
anyone was present at the time. As a general guide, incidental damage to non-friable ACM 
(such as a hole accidentally broken into a fibro wall, ceiling, roof, etc.) does not present a 
serious health risk. However, the damaged ACM should be “made-safe” until it can be 
properly repaired or replaced. 

Incidents relating to asbestos will be documented and follow Arts Queensland procedures to 
determine the course of any necessary remedial action including any clean-up. If accidental 
damage occurs to asbestos during the course of a building project, the service provider must 
stop work immediately and advise the Nominated Officer for the project and other relevant 
people as required. 

Where staff believe they have been exposed to asbestos, they are to record this in Arts 
Queensland’s workplace incident register. 

The asbestos register is to be updated on the changed condition of the asbestos or any 
removal work undertaken as a result of the incident 
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11.  Staff Awareness and Education 

The issue of asbestos being present in the workplace can be highly emotive in some 
environments or for some individuals. It is therefore important that Arts Queensland asset 
users should at least have a general awareness about asbestos. Depending on their 
specific duties and responsibilities, persons may need more dedicated training. General 
information regarding asbestos should be made readily accessible, including advice on 
safely working with or around asbestos. Any enquiries or concerns raised by facility staff, 
visitors or members of the community should follow departmental protocols and 
procedures. 

Enquiries regarding asbestos are to be directed to Manager, Arts Property and Facilities 
and this AMP made available for perusal. 

Further training will be conducted for all Arts Queensland personnel/contractors who may 
become involved with the handling of ACM in their day-to-day job activities, and Arts 
Queensland personnel required to supervise asbestos removal projects. 

An important element of the information provided will be on the responsibilities of 
management and employees in relation to asbestos matters, and the health hazards that 
may result if these responsibilities are neglected. 

The training program will include, but not be limited to, the provision of information on the 
following: 

 identification of ACM 

 potential health effects of exposure to asbestos 

 relationship between smoking and exposure to asbestos and the risk of lung cancer 

 nature of operations which could result in asbestos exposure 

 preventative and control measures 

 this AMP and the procedures implemented at the sites to protect employees from 
exposure to asbestos, including work practices, housekeeping, emergency responses 
and personal protective equipment 

 labelling and Signage 

 Airborne Asbestos Monitoring Program 

 responses to airborne asbestos fibre releases 

 individual responsibilities in relation to asbestos management 

 training records will be maintained for each Arts Queensland employee.. 
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13. Minimum Asbestos Register Data Fields for Workplace Buildings 

Minimum Asbestos Register Data Fields for Workplace Buildings 

Note: It is important that all data fields, including the pick lists, are not changed or altered. 

Version 5.0 – 12 October 2015 

 

No. Field Name Description / Explanation Example Format Length Range 

1 Site Name The name of the site. 
Brisbane 
Government Centre 

alpha-numeric 100 characters Free text 

2 
Site Identification 
Number 

The unique number used to identify the site, 
e.g. the site's identification number used in an 
agency's asset management system. 

34563 alpha-numeric 50 characters Free text 

3 Address 

"Details such as number, street/road etc., unit 
no., or other locally-used description of the 
address. 

Note, the entry must be a single line only" 

23 Sample Street alpha-numeric 100 characters Free text 

4 Suburb 
The name of the suburb (or locality) where the 
site is located. 

South Brisbane alpha-numeric 100 characters Free text 

5 Postcode The Postcode of the site. 4101 numeric 
4 digits  

small integer 

0000 - 
9999 

6 Improvement Name Name of the improvement - which may be a 
building or other structure or particular area. 

Block A alpha-numeric 100 characters Free text 

7 
Improvement 
Identification Number 

"The unique number to identify the 
improvement - which may be a building or 
other structure or particular area. 

Note: this number can also incorporate the Site 

34563 02A alpha-numeric 50 characters Free text 
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No. Field Name Description / Explanation Example Format Length Range 

Identification Number if desired." 

8 Improvement Type 
Specific type of improvement - which may be a 
building or other structure or particular area. 
Refer Note 1 

Building alphabetical 100 characters Free text 

10 Floor Level The specific floor or level within the 
improvement. (refer pick list) 

Level 2 alpha-numeric 50 characters 
Set "Pick 
List" 

11 Specific Location 

The specific location of the material within the 
improvement, such as a particular room or 
area within a building; as well as any other 
useful descriptors. 

Storeroom 3 alpha-numeric 200 characters Free text 

12 Material Description 

Any additional useful details that further 
explain or clarify the location, type or condition 
of the material and any asbestos that may be 
present. 

West wall has a 
cracked sheet 
above the window 
which has 
previously been 
replaced. 

alpha-numeric 150 characters Free text 

13 Item The type of building element. (refer pick list) Ceiling alpha-numeric 50 characters 
Set "Pick 
List" 

14 Form of Material The physical make-up of the material under 
consideration. (refer pick list) 

Cement Based alpha-numeric 50 characters 
Set "Pick 
List" 

15 Condition 
A rating that describes the general physical 
state of the material under consideration. (refer 
pick list) 

Fair alpha-numeric 20 characters 
Set "Pick 
List" 

16 Asbestos Presence 

The status of the presence of asbestos and the 
representative result of any laboratory testing 
that best describes the type(s) of asbestos 
present. (refer pick list) 

Confirmed - 
Chrysotile 

alphabetical 60 characters 
Set "Pick 
List" 

17 
Original Identification 
Date 

The date that the material was first inspected 
for the presence of asbestos. 

20/03/1989 date dd/mm/ccyy 
Less than 
current 
date 
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No. Field Name Description / Explanation Example Format Length Range 

18 Latest Inspection Date 

The date when the material was last inspected 
and the register updated. 

Note, includes attempted inspection, for 
example inaccessible material unable to be 
inspected. 

10/01/2014 date dd/mm/ccyy 
Less than 
current 
date 

19 
Name of Surveyor and 
Organisation 

Name of the competent person responsible for 
the inspection of the material, as well as the 
name of the inspection firm or organisation. 

John Smith ABC 
Surveyors Pty Ltd 

alpha-numeric 240 characters Free text 

20 Additional Comments 

Any other useful information relating to the 
material, such as: 

- If and why a material is inaccessible 
and unable to be inspected, 

- The friability of the material (friable or 
non- friable). 

Note: This field can be left blank if there are no 
additional comments. 

Ceiling cavity 
inaccessible due to 
locked ceiling 
access panel. 

Parts of the material 
have become 
friable. 

alpha-numeric 300 characters Free text 

 


